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John was born in Canora, Saskatchewan but moved with his parents and brothers to 

Edmonton in 1956. He attended the University of Alberta and worked as a classroom teacher for 

Edmonton Catholic Schools for nearly 35 years. In retirement, he was able to begin seriously 

researching his family roots in Canada, the USA, Germany, Volga German Russia, and Ukraine. 

He has found inspiration for writing in the lives of the members of his extended family. John 

does regular presentations for AGS and other groups and has been a regular contributor to 

Relatively Speaking, the Saskatchewan Genealogical Society Bulletin and other genealogical 

publications. In Edmonton, he has moderated the German and Post Scripts [family history 

writing] Special Interest Groups and is an instructor in the Tracing Your Family Tree courses. 

His true love is experiencing and writing about the history of our Prairie Provinces. 


